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The extent of noise exposure

• Environmental
– EU

• 20% of population

• 80 Million people
– Adverse health effects, sleep disturbance, annoyance

• 170 Million people
– “Grey” areas

– Noise levels cause annoyance in the daytime

• Research from 1996

• Expansion of the EU has increased these numbers

• Road, Rail, Construction, Power Generation, Urban Growth



The extent of noise exposure

• Occupational
– UK

• 17,000 workers in the UK
– Noise induced hearing loss

– EU
• 55 Million report hearing loss

• 7% of workers report noise induced hearing effects



Advancing technology
• Expansion of job roles

– Health & Safety

– Health, Safety & Environment

– Health, Safety, Environment & Quality

– Increased work load & areas of responsibility

• Technology should 
– Make equipment use simpler to use

– Make measurements more reliable and easier to undertake

– Provide reporting and analysis



Advancing Technology

1984 1986 1997 1998 1999 2010



Innovative solutions
• Does technology drive innovation?

• Does technology get in the way of innovation?

• Technology ages rapidly
– Pocket PC, Palm, Tablets, IPad

– ROI – Training, upgrades, calibration, replacement

– Security, training & user capability

• Where is innovation best served
– In the hand or on the desktop?

– Manufacturers vs Users
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